
RESOLUTION NUMBER 95 

HONORING DR. GWENDOLYN DIGGS  
 

WHEREAS, it has come to the attention of this Honorable Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis of the 

upcoming Annual Salute to Women In Leadership Gala held by the Urban League of Metropolitan St. Louis on 

September 9, 2022 at the Marriot Grand Hotel, 800 Washington Avenue in downtown St. Louis, Missouri 

where Dr. Gwendolyn Diggs will be honored; and  

 

WHEREAS, Dr. Gwendolyn Diggs is an inspiring educator with over 27 years of exemplary educational 

leadership and keen ethics; and  

 

WHEREAS, as an inspirational educator and leader, she focuses on ensuring that all stakeholders are 

accountable for teaching and learning to meet the individual needs of children, parents, and staff. Dr. Diggs 

diligently strives to implement research-based Best Practices to increase school readiness and well-being for 

early learners using the Office of Head Start program guidelines, STEAM initiatives, and community 

partnerships; and  

 

WHEREAS, as a district administrator and agency employee, she implements and promotes initiatives for 

academic success, positive behavior, attendance, and community and parent involvement. During the 2021-

2022 Head Start/Early Head Start program year, Dr. Diggs started the Saturday STEAM Academy for 3-5- 

year-olds through a grant from the LEGO LtP (Learning through Play) foundation and acquired two 

Investigation Station Mobile Science Units from Washington University to support STEAM in Early Childhood 

Education; and  

 

WHEREAS, before joining the Urban League of Metropolitan Saint Louis as Vice President of Head 

Start/Early Head Start, Dr. Diggs served as Assistant Superintendent in the Jennings and Ferguson-Florissant 

School Districts. She led administrators in academic initiatives and is actively involved in community outreach 

to increase outcomes for children and families. Dr. Diggs was responsible for overseeing district operations and 

opening one of the two Hope Houses, facilitating the district Comprehensive School Improvement Plan and 

monitoring academics and attendance, and was the direct report for two site-based health clinics; and  

 

WHEREAS, Dr. Diggs supervised district directors, Special Education, building administrators, and early 

childhood and gifted education programs and facilitated state and local compliance reviews. Her passion for 

students began as a first and fourth-grade teacher in the Pattonville School District, where she taught 

conversational Spanish in an afterschool program; and  

 

WHEREAS, Dr. Diggs' most recent award is the St. Louis American Foundation Salute to Excellence in 

Education 2021 Stellar Performer in Education Award. She is the first recipient of the Lift Up Saint Louis 

Educator Award 2020 by PNC Bank and The Great St. Louis Balloon Race. In 2019 Dr. Diggs received the 

Mission Continue Community Service Award; and 

 

WHEREAS, she has received several awards from the St. Louis Branch of the National Association for the 

Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) and is a lifetime member. Dr. Diggs received the Benjamin Lawson 

Hooks Excellence in Education Award for exhibiting exceptional leadership and initiative to touch the lives of 

children in the Metropolitan St. Louis area. The 100 Most Inspiring Saint Louisan Award was presented to Dr. 

Diggs in June 2014 for excellent service in education. Other awards include Iota Lambda Apple for the Teacher 

Award in 2015 and the North County United for Racial Harmony and Justice Educator Award; and  

 

WHEREAS, Dr. Diggs has lived and worked in Panama and Guatemala for the US Army, the American 

Embassy, and the overseas branch of Citibank. She has been married for 42 years to Darryl S. Diggs, Sr., and 



has three adult children and five grandchildren. She is a member of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. and is the 

author of a devotional book titled, “A Place of My Own to Give God Glory.” 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by this Honorable Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis that 

we pause in our deliberations to recognize and congratulate Dr. Gwendolyn Diggs on her award from Urban 

League of Metropolitan St. Louis as a part of their Salute to Women In Leadership Gala. We further direct the 

Clerk of this Board to spread a copy of this Resolution across the minutes of these proceedings and to prepare a 

commemorative copy to the end that it may be presented at a time and place and to those deemed appropriate by 

the Sponsor. 

Introduced this 16th day of September, 2022 by: 

The Honorable Marlene Davis, Alderwoman 19th Ward  

 

 

Adopted this 16th day of September, 2022 as attested by: 

 

 

 

_______________________    __________________________ 

Terry Kennedy     Joseph Vollmer 

Clerk, Board of Aldermen    President, Board of Aldermen 


